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January Program 
“AAUW Fellowship Recipients:  

How this award impacted their education and careers” 
 
AAUW’s Fellowships & Grants Programs. AAUW is one 
of the world’s largest sources of funding for women, 
providing fellowships and grants through six highly 
competitive programs.  
Did you know that AAUW is providing $6 million to more 
than 320 Fellows and Grantees in the 2022-23 award 
year? They are given to authors, scientists, scholars, 
change-makers and community leaders.  
 

Since 1888, AAUW has been one of the largest funders of 
women’s graduate education, investing in women who go 
on to change the world.  The goal of the funding is to 
advance educational and professional opportunities for 
women in the United States and around the globe. 
 

During our January 21st branch program, we will learn 
about the AAUW Fellowship Program. We will be watching 
a short AAUW National video about the history of AAUW 
Fellowships and hearing from one past and three present 
Fellowship awardees, joining us via Zoom.  
 

Speakers 
 

Shriti Priya 
M.S. Electrical and Computer Engineering, Carnegie Mellon 
University 
Research Software Engineer 
IBM Thomas J. Watson Research Center, Yorktown 
Heights NY 
International Fellow 2020-21 
 

Maggie Douglas, Ph.D. 
Asst. Professor Environmental Science Dickinson College 
American Fellowship 2022-23 
 

Paulina Rodriguez 
Ph.D. Candidate History and Women, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies, Penn State University 
American Fellow 2022-23 
 

Diane Rosenbaum, Ph.D. 
Asst. Professor Clinical Psychology Penn State Abington 
American Fellow 2022-23 

January Program 
Saturday, January 21, 2023 
Location:  La Roche University,  
Wright Library, Fischer Room & 
Zoom 
10:00 A.M. Social 
10:30 A.M. Program  
11:15 A.M. Branch Meeting  

Speakers listed on the left side 
of this page 

 

Here is the zoom link for the January 
branch meeting: 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8445633
8633 
 
Meeting ID: 844 5633 8633 

 
 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84456338633
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84456338633
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January 2023 Financial Report - June Maier 
(As Of December 15, 2022) 

 

CHECKING     SAVINGS 
 Beginning Balance $7,813.34  Beginning Balance $4,835.45 
      Income    $140.00   
   Expenses    $980.00      Interest Earned       $0.00 

  Ending Balance $6,973.34       Ending Balance $4,835.45 
 

CHECKING + SAVINGS $11,808.79 

 

January at a Glance  
QUICK REFERENCE CALENDAR 

 

January 4, 10:00 a.m. Board Meeting 
Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88983922643 

 

January 10 , 9:30 a.m. Morning Book Group 
Come Fly the World /Julia Crooke 
Reviewer: Janis Kapadia Hostess: Kathy Batykefer 
 

January 13, 12:30 P.M. Lunch Bunch 
Soup Season 
Virtual Zoom Meeting 
 

January 16, Registration at 8:00 a.m. 
Martin Luther King Annual Unity Breakfast 

La Roche University, Zappala Center 
Speaker: Sabrina Sounders Mosby 

 

January 16, 7:00 p.m. Evening Book Group 
The Midnight Library  by Matt Haig 
Reviewer: Barbara Matthews  Hostess: Zoom 
 

January 21, 10:00 a.m. 
January  Program at La Roche University 
Wright Library, Fischer Room & Zoom 

AAUW Fellowship Recipients: How this 
award impacted their education and 

careers 
 

January 28, IPODS Dinner 
Jim and Clare Hoke’s house 

 

VIEWPOINT ARTICLES 
 

 
 

We encourage all of our members to 
submit articles to the Viewpoints. If you 

have something to include in our 
newsletter the deadline is the 25th of 
each Month. Please send to Debbie 

Rosenfelder in word format at 
rosenfelderd@verizon.net 

 
If I do not have it by 5 P.M. on the 25th 
of the month it does not make the 
viewpoints.   
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88983922643
mailto:rosenfelderd@verizon.net
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President’s Message 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
2023 is upon us ... and it's shaping up to be a fantastic year!  The Martin Luther King, Jr. breakfast is on 
January 16th followed by our program and branch meeting just a few days later on Saturday, January 
21.  It's also time to restart our Great Decisions program which is always a hit with our branch 
members and the larger community.   Plus, our spring fundraiser planning is well underway.  Thanks to 
Debbie's work, we have already secured our authors for our "For the Love of Books" event!  Mark your 
calendars for May 20th and look for more information coming soon. 
 
You should have received a message from AAUW National about matching donations up to $57,000.  You 
have until December 31 to contribute.  If you are interested and are able to donate, you can find more 
information in a December 26th email or go to the national AAUW website. 
 
As we conclude 2022, a huge thank you to Francie and Jen for planning a beautiful holiday luncheon, to 
Debbie, Francie and Jen for gifting all the attendees with delicious boxes of goodies, and to June for 
coordinating all the reservations!  It really was a wonderful way to wrap up our year! 
 
I hope you had a restful, joyful, and warm holiday! 
Kelley 

 

 
 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTATION 
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January Happenings 
Lunch Bunch  

 

Do you feel that chill in the air? Do you feel the crunch of your boots on the snowy sidewalk? It’s winter, 
which means it’s finally “soup season” in Pittsburgh. The Lunch Bunch for January will assemble on Friday 
the 13th. We will stay in and do a zoom lunch call. With that being said, let’s take a long walk down 
memory lane and learn a little bit about the history of soup, a staple in almost every cuisine around the 
world. Join us on zoom with a warm bowel of your favorite soup.  

The zoom link for the meeting will be sent out later through your e-mail. 

 

Morning Book Group 
 

Glamour, danger, liberation: in a Mad Men–era of commercial flight, Pan Am World Airways enticed 
the kind of young woman who wanted out, and wanted up.  
 

Required to possess the political savvy of a Foreign Service officer, have a college 
education, and speak two languages, a jet-age stewardess serving on iconic Pan 
Am between 1966 and 1975 also had to be between 5′3" and 5′9", between 105 
and 140 pounds, and under 26 years of age at the time of hire. Cooke’s intimate 
storytelling weaves together the real-life descriptions of a memorable cast of 
characters, from small-town girl Lynne Totten, a science major who decided that 
life in a lab was not for her, to Hazel Bowie, one of the relatively few Black 
stewardesses of the era, as they embraced the liberation of their new jet-set life. 
Cooke brings to light the story of Pan Am stewardesses’ role in the Vietnam War, 
as the airline added runs from Saigon to Hong Kong for planeloads of weary 
young soldiers straight from the battlefields, who were off for five days of R&R, 
and then flown back to war. Finally, with Operation Baby lift—the dramatic 
evacuation of 2,000 children during the fall of Saigon—the book’s special cast of 

stewardesses unites to play an extraordinary role on the world stage. 
 

Evening Book Group 
  

Between life and death there is a library.  

When Nora Seed finds herself in the Midnight Library, she has a chance to make 
things right. Up until now, her life has been full of misery and regret. She feels she 
has let everyone down, including herself. But things are about to change. 

The books in the Midnight Library enable Nora to live as if she had done things 
differently. With the help of an old friend, she can now undo every one of her 
regrets as she tries to work out her perfect life. But things aren’t always what she 
imagined they’d be, and soon her choices place the library and herself in extreme 
danger. 

Before time runs out, she must answer the ultimate question: what is the best way to 
live? 
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Martin Luther King Jr. Annual Unity Breakfast 

 

Join us at the Martin Luther King Jr. Unity Breakfast    
January 16, 2023 

Registration at 8:00am: Breakfast and Program at 8:30am 
LA ROCHE UNIVERSITY, Zappala Campus Center 
9000 Babcock Boulevard, McCandless Township 

 

Keynote Speaker 

Sabrina Sounders Mosby 
CEO of Vibrant Pittsburgh 

 

Limited seating - make reservations now! Seating cannot be guaranteed without reservations. 

For reservations, please return this portion of the form along with your check, made payable to: North Hills Anti-
Racism Coalition, in the amount of $18.00 for adults and $10.00 for students K-12. No charge for members of the 
Youth Choir and under age children. Questions:  Peischl@comcast.net. 
 

Please mail reservations including payment by January 10, 2023, to MLK Breakfast,  
J. Peischl, 8244 Coach Court, Allison Park, PA 15101 

 

Name_____________________________________________  Number of Adults________________ 
Please list additional names on the reverse side 
 

Address___________________________________________   Number of students______________ 
 
City__________________________ Zip Code_____________  Youth Choir Member_____________ 
 
Email_____________________________________________  Organization____________________ 
 
__________I/We plan to attend, enclosed is the registration fee $__________ 
 
__________I/We am unable to attend. Enclosed is my donation to support this worthwhile 
                      function $__________ 
 
__________I/We would like to participate in a local service project between 10:30am and 12 noon. 
 

Sponsoring organizations: American Association of University Women North Hills Pittsburgh, La 
Roche University, League of Women Voters of Greater Pittsburgh, North Hills Anti-Racism Coalition, 
North Hills Community Outreach, North Hills Ebony Women, Inc., North Hills People for Peace, 
Sisters of Divine Providence. 

”Love is the only Force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.” 
 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere” 
 

“Nonviolence is an imperative in order to bring about ultimate community.” 
 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that.” 
Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” 

mailto:Peischl@comcast.net
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Branch Service Project 
Feminine Hygiene Products 

 

What items are we collecting for the Feminine Hygiene Products Service Project? Tampons, 
pads, deodorant, bar soap, shower gel, shampoo and conditioner. 
 

How do I donate? Donated items can be optionally brought to branch meetings or board meetings. 
Special interest groups such as morning book group will be collected by Janis Kapadia. The evening book 
group collection will be by Peggy Schmiedecke or another member. IPOD’s may also want to collect items 
at some of their gatherings.  If there is a collection, please contact Peggy Schmiedecke at 
pschmiedece@comcast.net to make an arrangement to get the items from you.  Or you may drop items 
off to Julie Makuta, Monday-Friday during business hours. Julie’s email is Julie.Makuta@laroche.edu if you 
want to touch base with her that you are making a branch drop off of feminine hygiene products for the 
food pantry. Julie’s office at La Roche has moved. She is still in the Zappala Campus Center. This is the 
building next to the Wright Library. Now you go down the hallway, at the bottom of the steps, take a 
right into the reception area of the Center for Student Development. Julie’s office is the first one to the 
left. We pass this area on the way to the Ryan Room.  
Who uses the pantry? The pantry is utilized by La Roche students. It does not matter if a recipient is 
full time or part time, as long as they have a La Roche ID.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion (DEI) 
 

AAUW Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) resources aim to identify best practices for promoting 
diversity, equity and inclusion within AAUW. Our Branch Diversity committee has been hard at work for 
personal growth as well as that of our Branch, this month we want to be sure we all understand the 
definitions of these terms as a foundation for our travels as we continue on this journey in understanding 
how DEI fits in to our daily lives. 

 

Diversity: The condition of having or being composed of differing 
elements; variety especially the inclusion of different types of 
people (such as people of different races or cultures) in a group or 
organization, such as promoting diversity in our Branch. Diversity 
refers to characteristics, the dimensions that make each of us 
unique. 
 

Equity: Justice according to natural law or right specifically; 
freedom from bias or favoritism. Equity is about everyone having 
equal access to what they need to be successful. 
 

Inclusion: The act or practice of including and accommodating people who have historically been 
excluded (as because of their race, gender, sexuality or ability). Inclusion entails behaviors and actions 
that make us feel welcomed or not. 

mailto:pschmiedece@comcast.net
mailto:Julie.Makuta@laroche.edu
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Public Policy 
 

AAUW PA’s public policy goals are to educate citizens about the impact of public 
policies on women and girls and to advocate for policies that will advance equity 
for women and girls. In Pennsylvania, AAUW actively endorses the 
national AAUW Public Policy Program. AAUW Pennsylvania supports good 
governance, an informed citizenry, and community dialogue on critical issues. 
Biennial priorities are intended to complement national priorities and to be a 
focus for active educational and advocacy efforts by members in the state. 
 
 

It has been a crazy time since the election  
If you have been watching the activities in Harrisburg they could had an impact on AAUW’s 
priorities since the election.  With so much uncertainty about the leadership in the House of 
Representatives (The fight over control of the Pa. House is Harrisburg high-stakes lunacy at its worst - 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star (penncapital-star.com) it is unknown what will happen come January 
3rd.  AAUW PA is part of coalitions working on many fronts from the Constitutional Amendments to 
Women's Health.   
What we do know is that on January 3rd, there will be a rally organized by Fix Harrisburg from 11-
12pm.  If any branch member is interested in attending, please RSVP to this link. Join the Movement for 
Redistricting Reform | Fair Districts PA. Living in western Pa this is a bit of a drive. If you plan to attend 
AAUW PA can have signs ready for attendees. AAUW members that attend will hold signs with our logo 
on them in support of rule changes that will assist in our efforts to get our priorities up for a vote! 
 

Second, we are patiently waiting to hear from the Commonwealth Court judge about the School 
Funding Lawsuit.  This decision could come any day and we hope to have members participate in 
actions around the state to support our schools' need for adequate and equitable funding!  Education 
Voters is organizing advocates and if you are interested please complete this form in order to be notified 
after the decision.    Yes! Please send me information about being part of a response when the decision 
in PA's school funding lawsuit is issued. (google.com) 
 

Third, on the federal side, we have seen the signing of the Respect for Marriage Act and Pregnant 
Workers Fairness Act and hopes that it can be passed in Senate by the end of the year.  Please remind 
all members to join the Action Network for updates.   

AAUW Pennsylvania Public Policy Priorities 2022-2024 
Click here to download. 
 
 

 

Search for New Officers 
January is the period in which our nominating committee begins its search for new officers. This year we 
need to fill the offices of President, Programs and Secretary for two-year terms, beginning July 1, 2023. 

 

AAUW Funds Report 

Branch members gave an additional $211.00 with $5.00 going to Educational and Training Pillar and 
$196.00 going to the Greatest Needs Fund. 

The New Year for AAUW Funds begins on January 1, 2023.  

  

https://www.aauw.org/resources/policy/aauw-public-policy-priorities/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/the-fight-over-control-of-the-pa-house-is-harrisburg-high-stakes-lunacy-at-its-worst/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/the-fight-over-control-of-the-pa-house-is-harrisburg-high-stakes-lunacy-at-its-worst/
https://fairdistrictspa.com/events/2023/01/03/fix-harrisburg-rally
https://fairdistrictspa.com/events/2023/01/03/fix-harrisburg-rally
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxBc2942NPdvciD_ew8KCrnB3bZGHL0H1c3VWtFFADOcsWZg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxBc2942NPdvciD_ew8KCrnB3bZGHL0H1c3VWtFFADOcsWZg/viewform
https://aauw-pa.aauw.net/files/2022/07/Public-Policy-Priorities-2022-2024-1.pdf
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Great Decisions 2023 
 

Our North Hills Pittsburgh Branch of AAUW is so pleased to once again be sponsoring the Great Decisions 
discussion program in 2023! We are so hoping that you will be able to join us, and here are the answers 
to the top five questions you may have at this time. 
 

1- What is Great Decisions? 
This non-partisan program developed by the Foreign Policy Association in 1954 has become America’s 
largest discussion program, and our branch has been sponsoring this valuable program for over forty 
years! Great Decisions offers the opportunity to take a closer look at the most critical issues facing our 
country through a group experience of viewing a documentary, reading an article, (Optional) listening to 
a speaker, and engaging in a discussion focused on the information shared by both the Foreign Policy 
Association and the speaker. Our sessions also offer the opportunity to ask questions that our speakers 
answer to the best of their ability, which raises our level of understanding.  
 

2- When will this program take place? 
Our Great Decisions program takes place in February and March, and the dates for our 2023 season are 
as follows: 

  “Energy Geopolitics”, Saturday, February 4th from 9:30-11:00 am  
 “War Crimes”, Saturday, February 11th from 9:30-11:00 am  
 “China and the U.S.”, Saturday, February 18th from 9:30-11:00 am 
 “Economic Warfare”, Saturday, February 25th from 9:30-11:00 am 
 “Politics in Latin America”, Saturday, March 4th from 9:30-11:00 am 
 “Global Famine”, Saturday, March 18th from 9:30-11:00 am 

 “Iran at a Crossroads”, Saturday, March 25th from 9:30-11:00 am 
 “Climate Migration”, Saturday, April 1st from 9:30-11:00 am  

 
3- Where will this program take place? 

Our Great Decisions programs will take place both in-person at LA Roche 
University, Room 101 in the Palumbo Science Center or on Zoom. Our website will be updated every 
week with the information to access the Zoom link for the upcoming session. Covid threw us many curve 
balls, but one of the better things it left in its wake was the ability, and value, of connecting through 
Zoom! We are offering our speakers the option of joining us on Zoom as well. 
 

4- What is the cost of attending this amazing program? 
Once again, our North Hills Pittsburgh Branch is pleased and proud to be offering this valuable 
educational outreach program to the community for no cost to the attendees. We will, however, be most 
appreciative of donations to the cause. We will have a donation box available at all of the Great Decisions 
sessions.  
 

5- Wondering about the availability of books for the 2023 season of Great Decisions?  
 

     If you wish to purchase a book for the 2023 season, (optional) they will once again be available to 
purchase at the LA Roche University Library beginning the week of January 23rd, 2023. 

 

     Please check the AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh website for additional or updated information.  
We look forward to having you join us, in person or via Zoom, for Great Decisions 2023! 
Great Decisions team - Francie Cech, Fran Bogos, Sister Rita Yeasted, and Judy Daw 
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It’s Back: “For the Love of Books” 

Saturday, May 20 2023, 10:00am-2:00pm 
 

The North Hills Pittsburgh Branch is pleased to announce by 
popular request we are bringing back the authors event “”For 
the Love of Books”. Three talented women Authors will speak. 
This is a great opportunity to interact with 3 local authors. 
 
Janine Bayer: is Professor and Chair of the English 
department at La Roche University. Through the lens of 
Samuel Hazo's engaging poems, she tells the story of this 
fascinating man's life and career.  
 
Cindy McDonald: Her life whirled around a song and a dance--she was a professional choreographer. 
She taught ballet, jazz, and tap. She choreographed many musicals and an opera for the Pittsburgh 
Savoyards. Most recently, she has retired to write her novels.  

Lee Goldman Kikel:  She grew up in the Squirrel Hill neighborhood of Pittsburgh, BS in psychology and 
a master’s degree in education, then worked in the mental health field as a rehabilitation counselor. Now 
retired from that career, she is involved in a variety of interests and activities.  Her newest 
book, Perseverance: One Holocaust Survivor's Journey from Poland to America.  
 
Where: La Roche College, 9000 Babcock Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
Cost:  $ 45 dollars 

Why.  To raise funds for our scholarship and to support our mission for women and girls 
 
Look for more information in upcoming viewpoints. Please share this information with your 
family and friends and encourage them to come. 

 

 

La Roche Literary Society February Event  

“One Holocaust Survivor’s Journey”  
Friday, Feb. 24 at 7 p.m.  
Ryan Room, Zappala Campus Center 

Lee Goldman Kikel’s father survived the Auschwitz ghetto encampment. 
She will discuss her memoir of her father, Perseverance: One Holocaust 
Survivor’s Journey from Poland to America.  

https://librarycatalog.einetwork.net/Record/.b38751653
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Happy New Year From AAUW Membership! 
 

It has been such a pleasure getting to see so many members in person these past few months, and 
having the opportunity to celebrate the Christmas season together at Wildwood was wonderful! We want 
to thank Debbie Rosenfelder for helping to make the luncheon a little bit sweeter with her delicious baked 
goods, and inspiring Jenny and I to bake a few treats as well. It was a delicious way to get into the 
holiday spirit! We also want to thank June Maier for not only being our “Banker”, but for keeping track of 
menu preferences and creating the place cards. Last, but certainly not least, we wish to thank Donna 
Martin for being our connection to the beautiful Wildwood Golf Club. It was the perfect place to celebrate. 
 
We realize that along with the welcoming of the new year comes some wintry weather and longer nights, 
but are hoping that everyone is able to enjoy some warmer moments with AAUW friends through 
Morning or Evening Book Group, Bridge, Lunch Bunch, or IPODS. Please consider asking a friend to join 
you for one of these get togethers as more guests may lead to a few more members for our wonderful 
North Hills Pittsburgh Branch of AAUW! 
 
And PLEASE do ask a friend or neighbor to join you in attending a session or two of Great Decisions in 
February or March. This program is free, and a wonderful educational outreach program for all of the 
adults in our community. More information will be in our January Viewpoints, but save a few Saturday 
mornings to join us – and feel just a little bit smarter before noon! 
 
Wishing a happy, healthy 2023 to all, 
Francie Cech and Jenny Schwoebel 
Membership 

 

From the Board 

 



AAUW North Hills PITTSBURGH BRANCH VOL. 52 January 2023 
 

11 
 

December in Pictures 
Holiday Social 
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December IPODS  
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MISSION STATEMENT OF AAUW LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND 

LAF provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination. 
 

AAUW MEMBERSHIP 
AAUW, founded in 1881, is open to all graduates who hold an associate’s or higher degree from a regionally 

accredited college or university. 
 

AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT 

In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full 
participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or 

class. 
 

BRANCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Branch Website:  aauwnorthhillspgh.org 

Branch Email: aauwnorthhillspgh@gmail.com  

Facebook Page:  AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh branch 

CONNECT2AAUW: 800-326-2289 or connect@aauw.org 
National Website: www.aauw.org 

State Website: www.aauw-pa.org 
 

 
 
 

Viewpoints 
 

AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh Branch  

Linda Tozier, Distribution Manager 
31 Oxford Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
 
 
 

Because Equity is still an issue 

President: Kelley Clouser   717-283-6344 or kellyclouseraauw@gmail.com 

Membership: Frances Cech    412-448-1182 or fmcech@gmail.com 

Membership: Jennifer Schwoebel   412-559-1053 or jenniferbmcelroy@gmail.com 

Viewpoints Editor: Debbie Rosenfelder   412-916-9073 or rosenfelderd@verizon.net 

mailto:aauwnorthhillspgh@gmail.com
mailto:connect@aauw.org
http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauw-pa.org/
mailto:kellyclouseraauw@gmail.com
mailto:fmcech@gmail.com
mailto:jenniferbmcelroy@gmail.com
mailto:rosenfelderd@verizon.net



