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October Program
“Panel Discussion on Gun Violence”
Gun violence is a preventable public health
tragedy affecting communities all over the
United States. Every day, more than 100
Americans die by gun violence.
Among high-income countries, the United
States is an outlier in terms of gun violence. It
has been well-documented that firearm
ownership rates are associated with increased
firearm-related death rates. The U.S. has the
highest firearm ownership and highest firearm
death rates of 27 high-income countries.
It is a common misconception that individuals
living with mental illness are responsible for
gun violence. When compared to other
countries, the United States has similar rates
of mental illness, yet we have much higher
rates of gun violence.

October Program
Wednesday October 19, 2022
Location: La Roche University Ryan Room
6:30 P.M. Social
7:00 P.M. Program
7:45 P.M. Branch Meeting
Speakers:
• Beth Foringer, Southwest PA
Coordinator, Cease Fire PA
• Hadley Haas, Pittsburgh Local Group CoLead, Moms Demand Action for Gun
Sense in America
• Rep from Coalition for Safe Community
Spaces.

After all, while gun violence isn’t a uniquely
American phenomenon, what does seem
particular to this country is the dizzying rate at
which it happens and the lack of action by
legislators, which is in stark contrast to how
other countries respond to mass shootings.
Gun violence is a contemporary global human
right issue. Gun-violence threatens our most
fundamental human right, the right to life
This panel discussion will focus on
advocating for an end to gun violence,
provide information on gun violence,
legislation, and other topics.
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October at a Glance
QUICK REFERENCE CALENDAR
October 5, 10:00 a.m. Board Meeting
October 11, 9:30 a.m. Morning Book Group
The Things We Cannot Say” by Kelly Rimmer
Reviewer: June Maier Hostess: June Maier
October 14, 12:30 p.m. Lunch Bunch
Bone Fish Grill
8950 Covenant Ave McCandless, PA 15237
Seafood Specialty’s, “Outdoor Covered Patio”
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Sister Matilda Kelly
Incentive Award Winner
Members that attended the September
branch meeting were able to meet our
2022 Sister Matilda Award recipient
Becca Contestabile. Becca will use her
grant funds to support her educational
goals of becoming a veterinarian. Becca is
a twin and her sister was there to watch
her receive the award.

October 14, 11:30 a.m. Tour the
McCandless/Northern Allegheny Heritage
Center. This will occur prior to the lunch
bunch meeting.
October 17, 7:00 p.m. Evening Book Group
The Girls in the Stilt House by Kelly Mustian
Facilitator: Peggy Schmiedecke
Hostess: Ann Carlson
October 19, 6:30- 8:00 p.m. September
Program at La Roche University, Ryan
Room
•

Panel Discussion on Gun Violence.

Beth Foringer, Southwest PA Coordinator,
Cease Fire PA ;
Hadley Haas, Pittsburgh Local Group CoLead, Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense
in America;
Rep from Coalition for Safe Community
Spaces.

•
•

October 29, 5 p.m.-7p.m. October IPODS
The Joy's will host IPODS at their home.
Please notice the time change.
•

An announcement will be sent in October
requesting RSVP's.

Save the Date
Holiday Party
December 10th

Welcome New Members!
New members that joined in 2021-2022
A warm welcome to all our new members
Pamela Garmong
Bonnie Joyce
Maggie Miklancie
Jennifer Schwoebel
Suzanne Carson
We have an exciting year planned!!
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President’s Message
Hello, everyone!
I hope you all are enjoying the autumn beauty, pumpkin lattes, and cooler weather. With fall
weather comes momentum into the new program year. I heard the September branch meeting
was fantastic, and I was disappointed that I was unable to attend. I am excited, too, that we
were able to accommodate members both in person and on zoom (zooming in from around the
country!) to participate. By the way, the membership renewal grace period has been extended
again. If you have someone who is interested in joining or renewing their AAUW membership,
please share this important update!
Many thanks to our program subcommittee who organized a gun violence panel for our October
19 branch meeting. We have a lot of great work going on in the branch and I want to take a
moment to recognize it. A big shout out to June for developing a budget that addresses our
branch's needs. Thank you to the Sister Matilda Kelly Grant Committee for their work in selecting
an outstanding and well-deserving recipient. Many thanks to Sylvia for donating her time and her
talents in creating our first fundraiser for the year. Another shout out to Peggy and Julie who
promoted AAUW at a recent La Roche student event. I would be remiss if I did not mention the
great work Francie and Jennifer are doing with membership and Debbie for the
Viewpoints. There are so many more members doing notable work across our branch and just
because it's not listed here does not mean it goes unnoticed. Thank you!
Happy Fall, Y'all!
Kelley

Spreading Some Sunshine
Do you know an AAUW member who is ailing or has
suffered a loss? If so, please email Debbie Rosenfelder who
will let members know. Cards are such a wonderful way to
brighten a member’s day.

October 2022 Financial Report - June Maier
(September Financials)
CHECKING
Beginning Balance
Income
Expenses
Ending Balance

$7,411.36
$1,596.00
$900.73
$8,106.63

SAVINGS
Beginning Balance $4,835.33
Interest Earned
$0.04
Ending Balance $4,835.37

CHECKING + SAVINGS $12,942.00
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Branch Service Project Reminder!
Feminine Hygiene Products
We are collecting the following Feminine Hygiene Products for this Service Project
Tampons, pads, deodorant, bar soap, shower gel, shampoo and conditioner.
Donated items can be collected at branch meetings,
board meetings, and Special interest groups. If there is a
collection, please contact Peggy Schmiedecke at
pschmiedece@comcast.net to make an arrangement to
get the items from you. Or you may drop items off to
Julie Makuta, Monday-Friday during business hours.
Julie’s email is Julie.Makuta@laroche.edu

The pantry is utilized by La Roche students. It does not matter if a recipient is full time or part
time, as long as they have a La Roche ID.

AAUW Student Section

Julie Makuta and Peggy Schmiedecke shared information about AAUW with La Roche University
students at the Student Activities Fair. Several students signed up to get more information.
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OCTOBER’S INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGE

Great Decisions is Back
Francie Cech, Fran
Bogos, Sister Rita
Yeasted
AAUW North Pittsburgh is pleased to
announce that we will once again be
sponsoring another season of Great
Decisions!
The Foreign Policy Association has not
yet announced the topics of discussion
for the 2023 season, but more
information will be forthcoming in
November.
Your Great Decisions team looks forward to
growing and learning with you in February
and March!

Viewpoint Articles
We encourage all of our members to
submit articles to the Viewpoints. If
you have something to include in our
newsletter the deadline is the
First of each Month.

Please send to Debbie Rosenfelder
in word format at
rosenfelderd@verizon.net
If I do not have it by 5 P.M. on the first
of the month it does
not make the viewpoints.
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Public Policy
Where Do Your State Legislators Stand on AAUW Issues?
This was the AAUW Pa. Webinar on September 29, 2022. The meeting was recorded and a link
will be posted on the state web site. Below is a brief summery

N
Y

North Hills

Sara Innamorato (DRobert Mercuri (R-28)
Anita Kulik (D-45)

N
Y
N

Pittsburgh

Jason Silvis (R-55)
*House Labor &
Industry

Y

X

X

X

Lindsey Williams
Wayne Fontana

N
N X

Lindsey Williams

N

Joe Pittman (R-41)
*Senate Labor &
Industry

Y

X

Paid
Leave

Aerion Abney (D-19)
Lori Mizgorski (R-30)*

Pay
Equity
Living

Fox Chapel

PA Senator

SB 106

PA State Rep

Paid
Leave

Branch

Pay
Equity
Living

SB 106

A huge concern for the upcoming election is the real threat that the constitutional amendments
proposed in SB106 and passed will be voted and passed again early in 2023 by those
Pennsylvania Representatives and Senators who win on November 8. What is proposed is really
confusing. For more information, read a Review of SB106 and the General Election, by Barbara
Price.
As the November 8 General Election approaches, it is important to know how incumbents voted
on issues. The second step is to assess the challengers in each race to evaluate their position on
the issue. Below are incumbents from our area

X

Not running
Running for
SB 106 is package of constitutional amendments that includes no right to abortion and voter ID required
X = sponsor of legislation on that issue. None of the legislation has ever been up for a vote.
Below are two links to keep up to date on information affecting all of us
Non-partisan election information is at https://www.spotlightpa.org/series/one-vote-two-pennsylvanias/
The link to the AAUW Pa site https://aauw-pa.aauw.net/
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AAUW National and State

Share the important work we're doing
Learn more about recently introduced legislation endorsed
by AAUW, Just click on the links below;
LGBTQI+ and Women’s History Education Act (H.R.
8445)
Ending Secrecy About Workplace Harassment Act (H.R.
8618),
No Tax Deductions for Workplace Harasser Buyouts Act
(H.R. 8619).
AAUW National provides all the tools you need to call or send messages to your members of
Congress, contact your state legislators about pressing issues, and more.

Exploring Tough Policy Issues through an AAUW Lens:
AAUW is committed to staying connected by providing regular webinar
content for branches. National staff and outside experts bring you engaging
programming on the issues most important to you. If you are not able to
attend a webinar when offered Check out the below link to recordings from
past webinars. Also look out for news of upcoming online events! This is a
great way to stay connected with AAUW programs these are all free to
members. As a branch we could select one of these webinars and have a
discussion.
AAUW Webinars – AAUW: Empowering Women Since 1881

Make Your Voice Heard
October 24, 2022, is the last day to register to vote or
update your voter registration before the November 8, 2022,
general election.
November 1, 2022, at 5 p.m. is the deadline to sign up
to vote by mail ballot in the November 8, 2022, general
election.
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AAUW MISSION CRITICAL PROGRAMING
On Thursday, September 29th, AAUWPA offered a ZOOM meeting for Branch Policy Chairs and
all interested Branch Leaders. Speakers were Sandra Miller, Advocacy Coordinator for the
Education Voters of PA and AAUWPA Public Policy Chair. Sandra is a member of both the Easton
and Bethlehem Branches. Other speakers included Barbara Price, former President and Public
Policy Chair. Barbara is a member of the Levittown Branch and Ann Pehle, Immediate Past
President and Public Policy Chair, She is a member of the Carlisle and Harrisburg Branches. They
reminded all AAUW members that the last day to register for an absentee ballot is November
1st. All AAUW leaders are invited to register for two more October Mission Critical Programs,
both at 7pm:
1. 0ctober 19th - State ZOOM Communicating across Generations
2. October 26tth - Reporting on the Candidates and How They Stand on the Issues by Spotlight
PA.
Issues important to PA include Reproductive Rights, The Increase of Legislative Power, and The
Increase in Voter ID Requirements.
Only members of odd-numbered state congressional districts are up for reelection this year. Fortytwo candidates are running unopposed.
PA Senate Bill 106 has never made it out of commitee. Bills passed in one state chamber get a
vote in the other chamber. Please write a letter of support to you state legislator if she has
endorsed State Senate Bill 106. Other sources of information about State Senate Bill 106 are
League of Woman Voters VOTE 411, Vote Smart, The Voters Self Defense System and AAUWaauwaction.org/votereducation/voter-issue-guide/
Of the fifty participants in the meeting, three were members of AAUWPIttsburghNorth - Alice
Moore, Debbie Rosenfelder and Linda Tozier
Submitted by Linda Tozier

Hospitality
Now that we are back in person, we need members to
volunteer to bring snacks to our meeting. Sina Murphy
chairs the Hospitality committee. A sign-up list was
passed around at the September meeting and will
circulate again at the October meeting. We are looking
for volunteers for the January, March and April
meetings.
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Fundraising
This is always a difficult area to address. The pandemic years have
depleted our funds and we need to come up this some ways to raise
funds to support our branch projects. To get us back on track we
have come up with a couple of ideas for fund raising this year and
ask for your support
1. The fall fundraiser will be a raffle

A Beautiful handmade 80 X 60 quilt created by one
of our members and a quilt stand for displaying the quilt, a $50 dollar gift card to Riverstone
Book Store and a Bottle of wine. This is ongoing and the winner will be drawn at the
November branch meeting. Money for this fundraiser supports the Sister Matilda Incentive
Grant
If everyone could sell two tickets this would go a long way in meeting our goal.
A flyer will be attached and sent out with this Viewpoints

2. We will have a donation box set out during Great Decisions. We may do a small

raffle
3. We are planning a luncheon event on May 20, 2023. This event will be held at La

Roche University. SAVE THE DATE!! At the September Branch Meeting the idea
of the Authors lunch was suggested. We will keep you informed as to how this
event is progressing.
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October Happenings

Lunch Bunch

The McCandless, Bonefish Grill located in McCandless Crossing at 8950 Covenant Ave,
McCandless, PA 15237 specializes in market fresh fish from around the world hand cut in-house
every day. Savory wood grilled specialties, and locally created seasonal partner selection dishes
featuring the highest quality and the freshest ingredients [Pumpkin Ravioli is back!]

October Road Trip
Prior to lunch in October we will tour the McCandless/Northern
Allegheny Heritage Center at 830 Aufman Ln, Wexford, PA 15090.
You can come even if you are not planning to join us for lunch. We
will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Morning Book Group

The Things We Cannot Say a 2019 book by Kelly Rimmer is a

heartbreaking, heartwarming hopeful story that explores love, loss, hardship,
sacrifice and the relationships. Slipping between Nazi-occupied Poland and
the frenetic pace of modern life, Kelly Rimmer creates an emotional and
finely wrought narrative that weaves together two women’s stories into a
tapestry of perseverance, loyalty, love and honor. The Things We Cannot Say
is an unshakable reminder of the devastation when truth is silenced…and
how it can take a lifetime to find our voice before we learn to trust it.
Evening Book Group

The Girls in the Stilt House a 2021 book by Kelly Mustian
Set in 1920s Mississippi, this debut Southern novel weaves a beautiful and
harrowing story of two teenage girls cast in an unlikely partnership through
murder. As the two girls are drawn deeper into a dangerous world of
bootleggers and moral corruption, they must come to terms with the
complexities of their tenuous bond and a hidden past that links them in ways
that could cost them their lives.
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Diversity
What is a Peace Festival?
*A beautiful fall day on September 18, 2022, in North Park
*An event sponsored in part by our AAUW Branch promoting peace and cultural diversity.
*Multicultural dances
*Parade of fashions from many countries
*Personal stories from a doctor born in Pakistan and a young African American man
*A henna artist
*Parade of flags from all nations
If you missed it this year, put it on your schedule for next September!

Cultural styles of North Hills - community members wearing their country attire
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National AAUW Diversity and Inclusion online webinar
Janice Peischl and Barbara Matthews attended the National AAUW Diversity and Inclusion online
webinar on September 17th.
• The initials DEIB stand for Diversity/Education/Inclusion/Belonging. The B was recently
added to designate that everyone belongs.
• The National DEI website is a source for the “tool kit” - a resource for branches to use as a
launch pad for discussions. Right click on the link below to take you to the AAUW site
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Toolkit – AAUW: Empowering Women Since 1881
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September Branch Meeting
We kicked off the year with learning some fun facts about McCandless and the surrounding
areas. 17 members attended in person, 5 members joined via Zoom.

Speaker Abby Lucostic
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September Lunch Bunch at Narcissi Winery

September IPODS
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MISSION STATEMENT OF AAUW LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND

LAF provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination.
AAUW MEMBERSHIP

AAUW, founded in 1881, is open to all graduates who hold an associate’s or higher degree from a regionally
accredited college or university.
AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT

In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full
participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or
class.
BRANCH CONTACT INFORMATION
President: Kelley Clouser
Membership: Frances Cech
Membership: Jennifer Schwoebel
Viewpoints Editor: Debbie Rosenfelder

717-283-6344
412-448-1182
412-559-1053
412-916-9073

or kellyclouseraauw@gmail.com
or fmcech@gmail.com
or jenniferbmcelroy@gmail.com
or rosenfelderd@verizon.net

Branch Website: aauwnorthhillspgh.org
Branch Email: aauwnorthhillspgh@gmail.com
Facebook Page: AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh branch
CONNECT2AAUW: 800-326-2289 or connect@aauw.org
National Website: www.aauw.org
State Website: www.aauw-pa.org

Viewpoints
AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh Branch
Linda Tozier, Distribution Manager
31 Oxford Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Because Equity is still an issue
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