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November Program

“Breaking Genre: Biography in Poetry and Prose”
In this presentation, Janine Bayer will discuss
some of the challenges she encountered in
writing a literary biography that departs from
the standard expectations of the genre. She
will also discuss the joys and difficulties
associated with writing a biography of a living
subject.
Dr. Bayer plans to discuss her writing process:
the challenges of modifying a standard genre
into something different and new, the
difficulties associated with writing a biography
of someone who is still alive, telling the story
honestly
without
sounding
gratuitously
flattering or offensive, and finding /developing
her own author’s voice in the book amid all the
other voices.
“This was not an easy book to write,” she said.
Dr. Bayer noted that writing the biography of
someone who is currently living is a very
difficult task.
For more information about Dr. Janine Bayer,
Ph.D.’s book, “Before the Pen Runs Dry: A
Literary Biography of Samuel Hazo,”
visit https://www.samhazopoet.com.

November Program
Wednesday November 16, 2022
Location: La Roche University, Ryan Room
6:30 P.M. Social
7:00 P.M. Program
7:45 P.M. Branch Meeting
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88654157494
Meeting ID: 886 5415 7494
Speaker:
Janine Molinaro Bayer, Ph.D. Professor and
Chair, English at La Roche University

AAUW North Hills PITTSBURGH BRANCH
November at a Glance
QUICK REFERENCE CALENDAR
November 2, 4:00 p.m. Board Meeting
LaRoche University or Zoom
November 3, 7:00 p.m. LaRoche Literary
Society Event, Ryan Room
November 8, 9:30 a.m. Morning Book Group
Bewilderment by Richard Powers
Facilitator: Fran Bogos Hostess: Deborah Hackney
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Viewpoint Articles
We encourage all of our members
to submit articles to the Viewpoints.
If you have something to include in
our newsletter the deadline is the
25th of each Month. Please send
to Debbie Rosenfelder in word
format at rosenfelderd@verizon.net

November 11, 12:30 p.m. Lunch Bunch
Bravo Italian Kitchen
4976 McKnight Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
November 12, 6:00-8:00 p.m. IPOD
At Maryann & Fred Anderson’s
November 16, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. November
Program at La Roche University, Ryan Room

Breaking Genre:
Biography in Poetry and Prose

Janine Molinaro Bayer, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair, English at La Roche University

If I do not have it by 5 P.M. on the
25th of the month it does not make
the viewpoints.

November 21, 7:00 p.m. Evening Book Group
Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison
Facilitator: Frances Cech Hostess: Judy Daw

HE DATES!!!

r 10, 2022 Holiday Social

23 Author’s lunch

of Books” Fundraiser
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President’s Message

With Halloween and Midterm Elections just around the corner, it's all a little scary! While I hope
you have a spooktacular Halloween, let's not lose sight of how frightening this election is. I am
reminded of Gloria Blackwell's words in her recent newsletter. "Because, with so much at stake—
whether it’s reproductive rights, student loan debt or workplace discrimination—it’s not an
exaggeration to say our very lives may depend on the outcome." Make a plan to vote and
elevate your voice and others'.
Halloween is fall's last hoorah before the really cold weather sets in. And with that cold weather,
you want to be warm and prepared. Have you purchased your raffle ticket(s)? Raffle ticket
sales helps fund the Sister Matilda Grant. Plus, if you win, you're leaving not only with a
beautifully crafted handmade quilt, but also a bottle of wine and a gift certificate for a local
bookstore. Make sure you purchase your raffle ticket ASAP (deadline is November 11).
As a reminder, if you have not yet RSVP'd for our holiday luncheon, do so soon. Money and
food selection are due to June Maier by December 1 and checks can be made payable to AAUW
North Hills Pittsburgh.
Our next branch meeting is November 16, where one of our own members, Janine Molinaro
Bayer, will discuss the challenges, joys, and frustrations she faced while writing a biography.
To our newest members - welcome! Make sure you browse through the directory to see the
options available to you to get more involved and invested in our branch. Some of those include
book clubs, lunch bunch, and IPODs.
Happy Halloween and Happy Election Day!
- Kelley

November 2022 Financial Report - June Maier
(As of October 29)

CHECKING
Beginning Balance
Income
Expenses
Ending Balance

$8,168.63
$1,278.00
$2,497.30
$6,949.33

SAVINGS
Beginning Balance $4,835.37
Interest Earned
$0.04
Ending Balance $4,835.41

CHECKING + SAVINGS $11,784.74
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November Happenings
Lunch Bunch: PLEASE note: We have had to make a change to the November lunch location at

Hal’s Bar and Grill due to staffing and not being able to take reservations.
November’s lunch will now meet at Bravo Italian Kitchen!

Bravo Italian Kitchen [4976 McKnight Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15237]: Step into Bravo and
experience the amazing homemade Italian inspired recipes. From pastas, to brick oven pizzas, to
fresh salads, to perfectly chargrilled items, it’s an experience that will have the entire family
saying “Bravo!” Begin your experience with a starter for the table like our Calamari or Flatbread.
We have a wide range of wine selections from all over the world that are perfectly selected to
compliment the entrée options. Finish off the meal with a sweet treat from our dessert menu, a
coffee or an after-dinner drink.

Morning Book Group
The astrobiologist Theo Byrne searches for life throughout the cosmos while
single-handedly raising his unusual nine-year-old, Robin, following the death
of his wife. Robin is a warm, kind boy who spends hours painting elaborate
pictures of endangered animals. He’s also about to be expelled from third
grade for smashing his friend in the face. As his son grows more troubled,
Theo hopes to keep him off psychoactive drugs. He learns of an
experimental neurofeedback treatment to bolster Robin’s emotional control .
Bewilderment marks Richard Powers’ most intimate and moving novel. At its
heart lies the question: How can we tell our children the truth about this
beautiful, imperiled planet?
Evening Book Group
In Lawn Boy, at once a vibrant coming-of-age novel and a sharp social
commentary on class, Jonathan Evison offers a painfully honest portrait of
one young man's struggle to overcome the hand he's been dealt in life and
reach for his dreams. It's a journey you won't want to miss, with an ending
you won't forget.
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Bell Ringers: Do you have 2 hours?
The North Hills Community Outreach (NHCO) Salvation Army Kettle Campaign begins on Friday,
November 25 and runs through December 24, excluding Sundays.
Our branch has participated in past years and we are hoping we have members who
will volunteer in this endeavor this year.
This year our branch will be standing with the kettles at McCandless Crossing and Walmart in
Gibsonia.
Volunteers will ring the bells and accept financial
donations in NHCO’s kettles. Volunteers will sign
up for 2-hour shifts from 10 am to 8 pm. We will
be stationed at McCandless Crossing Mondays
through Saturdays. The Walmart dates have not
yet been determined.
McCandless Crossing bell ringers will be stationed
outside on the sidewalk of Providence Blvd.
between Massage Envy and Style Encore and
facing Convive Coffee.
Walmart bell ringers will stand outside at the
yellow spork (logo) at either entrance.
We’d like a minimum of 2 to 4 volunteers for each shift at each location.
Please register to volunteer. The money NHCO raises through this effort is used to directly
assist people who come to NHCO for help. But we can only raise the money when a volunteer
covers the shift.
Currently, NHCO is registering volunteers for McCandless Crossing. Once they have the dates
and shifts scheduled for Walmart they will register volunteers at Walmart.
NHCO is using SignUp.com for scheduling the bell ringers. Here's how it works in 3 easy
steps:
1.
2.
3.

For McCandless Crossing click this link to go to our sign-up page on
SignUp.com: https://signup.com/go/KWviHZR
For Walmart - TBD
Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on SignUp.com)
Sign up! Choose your spots - SignUp.com will send you an automated confirmation and
reminders. Easy!

Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone.

If you prefer not to use your email, please contact Janice Peischl at peischl@comcast.net
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Branch Service Project
Feminine Hygiene Products

What items are we collecting for the Feminine Hygiene Products Service Project?
Tampons, pads, deodorant, bar soap, shower gel, shampoo and conditioner.
How do I donate? If there is a collection, please contact Peggy Schmiedecke at
pschmiedece@comcast.net to make an arrangement to get the items from you. Or, you may
drop items off to Julie Makuta’s office at La Roche University, Monday-Friday during business
hours. Julie’s email is Julie.Makuta@laroche.edu.
Who uses the pantry? The pantry is utilized by La Roche students. It does not matter if a
recipient is full time or part time, as long as they have a La Roche ID.

AAUW Funds
Thank you to all those who continue to contribute to AAUW FUNDS.
Remember that the funds run on a calendar year, not the fiscal year.
Donations of all sizes are appreciated. Thank you to all those who
continue to contribute.
Linda Tozier, AAUW FUNDS Chair

Shout Out
The new directories were distributed at our
October branch meeting. Thank you, Kathy
Batykefer, for a tremendous job. Also thank you
to Sylvia Lynn and Janice Peischl for distribution
of many yearbooks. They will contact you if they
have your copy. Please call Kathy, Sylvia, Janice
or me if you haven’t gotten your directory yet.
Linda Tozier, Yearbook Distribution Chair
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La Roche Literary Society November Event
Thursday November 3, 2022 at 7:00 p.pm in the Ryan Room
This is a great local event to attend where you have the opportunity to interact with the authors.
Jane Greer, poet and founder of "Plains Pory Journal," will read from her recently published third
collection of poetry, The World as We Know It Is Falling Away.
Please note that this presentation will be on Thursday. Ms. Greer is in Pittsburgh for the
Beatrice Institute Poetry Festival at Oakland's First Baptist Church that weekend, and this was
the only night she could join us.

Membership Updated
Happy November from AAUW membership!
We are thrilled to report that as of Wednesday, October 19 th we have 72 members on our North
Pittsburgh branch roster. We also welcomed three guests to our October program, and
encourage all of our members to invite a guest at some point during our 2022-2023 season. It is
a wonderful way to give someone a feel for our interesting speakers, our lovely members, and
as always, our commitment to supporting women and girls. More guests may equate to more
members for our branch so please consider extending an invitation to a friend!
Congratulations to Cindy Stewart for winning our Membership Table mini-raffle in September,
and to June Maier for winning in October. We have enjoyed sharing an extra smile as we
adjourn the meetings. And to all of our Zoom attendees, no worries! We will always add your
names to the mini-raffle as well.
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Great Decisions
Mark your calendars! Another Great Decisions series is about to begin!
Great Decisions is America's largest discussion program on world affairs. The program model
involves reading the Great Decisions Briefing Book, watching the DVD and meeting in a
Discussion Group to discuss the most critical global issues facing America today. The program
provides background information and policy options for the eight most critical issues facing
America each year and serves as the focal text for discussion groups across the country.
AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh is again sponsoring the program for the North Hills community.
Our Great Decisions leadership team, Frances Cech, Fran Bogos and Sr. Rita are planning for the
2023 program to be held on Saturday mornings in February and March. Plans are currently
underway for the 2023 season to be a hybrid model. For each session registrants will be able to
choose whether to participate on Zoom or in-person by coming to the Palumbo Center at La
Roche University. (Yes, Zoom can be thought of as one part of the past two years that we can
continue to use as it provides an option to many people who might not otherwise be able to
attend Great Decisions!)
The series is FREE and you may attend as few or as many of the sessions as you
choose. But who wouldn’t want to learn more about ALL of these topics?!! Those who choose to
purchase the Briefing Book can do so for $30 at the LaRoche Library. ONLY CHECKS WILL BE
ACCEPTED, made out to AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh.
Books and the complete schedule of dates will be available in January.
Great Decisions Topics for 2023

Energy Geopolitics
• War Crimes
• China and the US
• Economic Warfare
• Politics in Latin America
• Global Famine
• Iran at the Crossroads
• Climate Migration
•
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Public Policy
Basic to all of AAUW’s public policy efforts is the understanding that true
equity requires a balance between the rights of the individual and the
needs of the community. AAUW opposes all forms of discrimination and
supports constitutional protection for the civil rights of all individuals.

Become a Two-Minute Activist
Members of AAUW's Action Network have received urgent mail notices and text messages when their advocacy is
needed most. With our online Two-Minute Activist tool, it
takes just minutes and an internet connection to make your
voice heard on issues impacting women and girls!
AAUW National provides all the tools you need to call or send
messages to your members of Congress, contact your state
legislators about pressing issues, and more.

Your Vote Matters
A year that began with a focus on inflation concerns and the cost
of living has turned into anger and frustration over American rights
and freedoms. — particularly access to abortion, guns and the
ballot box.
Women almost always vote at higher rates than men do, and we
have seen indications that more are registering to vote in the
wake of the Supreme Court decision that ended a federal right to
abortion.
The 2022 midterms look different than they did six months or a
year ago. Cost of living is still front of mind for many women, but issues of choice — on
abortion, on the freedom to vote — have risen in relevance. The moment feels existential for
many women, including independents and swing voters, and it’s all on their minds when they
describe the country as “headed in the wrong direction” to pollsters.
Historically, the president’s party loses seats in a midterm election, and at the beginning of the
year most prognosticators saw voters headed in Republicans’ direction.
Will the changing dynamics be enough to buck history for the party in power this fall? Either
way, it will be women who once again tell the story.
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INSPIRATIONAL QUOTATION

Fun Fact:
United States Mint Announces Designs for 2023 American Women Quarters™ Program
WASHINGTON – The United States Mint (Mint) is pleased to
announce the designs for the second year of the American
Women Quarters™ Program. Authorized by Public Law 116330, this four-year program features coins with reverse
(tails) designs emblematic of the accomplishments and
contributions of trailblazing American women. Beginning in
2022 and continuing through 2025, the Mint is issuing five
quarters in each of these years. The ethnically, racially, and
geographically diverse group of individuals honored through
this program reflects a wide range of accomplishments and
fields, including suffrage, civil rights, abolition, government,
humanities, science, space, and the arts. The 2023 coins
recognize the achievements of Bessie Coleman, Jovita Idar,
Edith Kanakaʻole, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Maria Tallchief. To
find out more about this program click below
American Women Quarters Program | U.S. Mint (usmint.gov)
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October In Pictures
October Branch Meeting
The October Branch meeting was attended by 19 members in person. We had 5 people join
via zoom with two being guests. We had a lively discussion from the three speakers on gun
violence.
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October - I Pods

Morning Bridge Celebration of Halloween
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October Lunch Bunch
A Great time as 16 members were able to join.
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MISSION STATEMENT OF AAUW LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND

LAF provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination.
AAUW MEMBERSHIP

AAUW, founded in 1881, is open to all graduates who hold an associate’s or higher degree from a regionally
accredited college or university.
AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT

In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full
participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or
class.

BRANCH CONTACT INFORMATION
President: Kelley Clouser
Membership: Frances Cech
Membership: Jennifer Schwoebel
Viewpoints Editor: Debbie Rosenfelder

717-283-6344
412-448-1182
412-559-1053
412-916-9073

or kellyclouseraauw@gmail.com
or fmcech@gmail.com
or jenniferbmcelroy@gmail.com
or rosenfelderd@verizon.net

Branch Website: aauwnorthhillspgh.org
Branch Email: aauwnorthhillspgh@gmail.com
Facebook Page: AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh branch
CONNECT2AAUW: 800-326-2289 or connect@aauw.org
National Website: www.aauw.org
State Website: www.aauw-pa.org

Viewpoints
AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh Branch
Linda Tozier, Distribution Manager
31 Oxford Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Because Equity is still an issue

